
Pilkington Graduate Aerobatic Scholarship 

 

 

The recipient of the scholarship receives: 

• Two books selected from: 

o Aerobatics Down Under by David J Pilkington 

o The Basic Aerobatic Manual by William K Kershner 

o Better Aerobatics by Alan Cassidy 

o Peak Performance For Aerobatics - eBook by Fred DeLaCerda 

• Three hours of ground theory training towards the 1500 ft aerobatic 

endorsement. 

• Five hours of flying in a Super Decathlon or Cessna 152 Aerobat towards 

the 1500 ft aerobatic endorsement. 

An applicant must have a minimum of an RPL and an aerobatic endorsement. 

Those with more aerobatic experience including aerobatic instructors are 

welcome to apply. 

Scholarship applications should be in the form of a written essay of 
approximately 300 words. The selection criterion is simply consideration of 
that written essay with respect to the goal of providing an overall benefit to 
the sport of competition aerobatics (within a reasonable timeframe). 
 
The application should include a short bio, copy of pilot licence and relevant 
logbook extract. 
 
Send applications to david.pilkington@ozaeros.com.au and ensure 
acknowledgement of receipt. 
 
To be clear: the independent judging panel will assess applicants only on their 
essay with respect to how the sport of competition aerobatics would benefit if 
they won the scholarship? 

• Is it believable? 

• Is it practical? 

• Would it be within a reasonable timeframe? 

• In the past, flight instructors have demonstrated an advantage in writing 
that essay so instructor applicants are expected to have a more novel or 
structured approach. 

 
Payload is limited for an aerobatic training flight so an applicant may be 
excluded based on weight. Applicants might like to consider the W&B for an 
aerobatic training flight. 
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The syllabus of flight training covers: 

• Refresher of basic aerobatics. 

• Compound manoeuvres. 

• Flying the Australian Aerobatic Club’s Graduate (or Sportsman) 

sequences. 

The recipient must: 

• Read the book prior to commencement of training. 

• Complete the Endorsement Questionnaire for the aircraft prior to flight 

training. 

Notes: 

• Applications close 30th November 2025. 

• Training to be done part-time in the Melbourne area at the normal base 
for the aircraft. 

• Training to be done in aircraft owned by David Pilkington and the flight 
training is subject to availability of the aircraft. 

• Training must be completed within one year. 

• David Pilkington will make reasonable efforts to complete the training 
within one year. 

• If David Pilkington is unable to undertake the training another instructor 
will be substituted. 

• The goal is to promote competition aerobatics so the scope of training is 
towards a 1500 ft endorsement starting with the Graduate (or 
Sportsman) Known competition sequence. 

• Upon completion of this training the recipient should be ready for their 
first contest. 

• The flight training is anticipated to be less than required to achieve the 
A150 flight activity endorsement. 

• More information at http://ozaeros.net.au/ 

• Unsuccessful applicants are encouraged to apply the following year. 

 
David Pilkington 
12th October 2025 

http://ozaeros.net.au/

