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Interim Advice from Pilkington:
 Part 61 MOS requires execution of an incipient spin

 That is not permitted in normal category aircraft

 An incipient spin is a spin

 Normal stalls do not include intentional incipient spins



Part 61 Incipient Spin Training for RPL 

From the old Day VFR Syllabus



CASA Flight Instructor Manual



FAA AC 23-8C FAR 23 Flight Test Guide



FAA AC 61-67C Stall & Spin Awareness Training 

LSA spin test requirements are less 

stringent than FAR 23 normal category.



Tail Design for Spin Recovery
 Note in POH:

 NASA tests went beyond certification flight tests 
and showed the spin to be unrecoverable.

 Other aircraft not approved for intentional spins 
likely the same however not tested beyond one 
turn.

 Note blanketing of  the 
fin and rudder of this 
tail design.

 Even the Cessna 172 
has an unrecoverable 
spin mode near aft CG.



An Incipient Spin is a Spin!

From FAA AC 61-67C:

An intentional entry to an incipient spin is 
an intentional spin so is not permitted in 
either normal category airplanes or LSA.



Flight training operators, their Heads of Operations and Flight 
Examiners are obliged to ensure that aircraft used for training, flight 
reviews and testing purposes are certified for the manoeuvres being 
performed.

The recent ATSB investigation into a fatal accident involving a 
Diamond DA-40 found the conduct of advanced stall training was a 
contributing factor to the cause of the accident.

It also highlighted that there can be varying interpretations of an 
‘incipient spin’,

and this has led to aircraft not approved for intentional spins being 
used for incipient spin training and assessment.

CASA 23/5/19 Safety update: spin recovery training



Intentional Spins Are Prohibited

ATSB:
 “AO-2017-096-SAN-012: Operating an aircraft within the stated 

limitations is essential to the safe conduct of a flight. Training 
organisations are required to conduct incipient spin recovery training, 
which includes intentionally inducing a spin and recovering before it 
fully develops. Some organisations may be conducting this training in 
aircraft not approved for intentional spinning. The ATSB advises these 
training organisations to clarify with aircraft manufacturers the extent 
to which the intentional entry into the early stages of a spin, including 
an incipient spin, is permissible.“

 From Diamond: “The aircraft’s manuals state that intentional spins 
are prohibited. During the ATSB investigation, the aircraft 
manufacturer clarified that this limitation prohibits any action that is 
intended to induce a spin, even if the aircraft is immediately 
recovered. “ 



How to Recover from a Spin?

 Take action immediately.

 Incipient spin unless …?

 CASA FIM has 2 different 
methods for an incipient spin,

plus a fully developed spin?

 Stalled and autorotating -

 Use the single spin recovery 
method in the AFM.

 Spin recovery method we 
teach is for the type trained 
on – significantly different!



“CASA is developing further guidance 
material in relation to the conduct of 
incipient spins and advanced stalls and how 
to meet the flight training and testing 
standards in the Part 61 manual of 
standards. We expect to finalise these over 
the coming weeks.”

Please publish guidance material before 

implementing the regulations …..

Further CASA Guidance



• FAR 23 flight test guide – if it is stalled 

and autorotating then it is a spin.

• FAA AC 61-67C & CASA FIM - an 

incipient spin is the start of a spin.

• Normal category aircraft & LSA – normal 

stalls only.

• An incipient spin is a spin – so requires 

an aircraft approved for spins.

• Use the method in the AFM/POH.

Summary



Pilkington Advice:

Part 61 MOS requires execution of 
an incipient spin.

An incipient spin is a spin.
Only do that in a type approved for 

spins.
Instructors should get appropriate 

spin training. Know the AFM/POH.



Further Reading


